Guelph Summit on Migrant Justice 
Agenda

UNIVERSITY OF GUELPH

January 27, 2023

Interdisciplinary Hub, MCKN 019

Welcome!

8:30-9:00

Arrivals and coffee/tea

9:00-9:10

Introductory welcome: Gabriel, Monique, Candace

9:10-9:30

Opening remarks by Gabriel

9:30-11:00

Interviews and introductions

11:00-12:30

Breakout groups

Topic 1: How can we amplify and escalate the Status for All campaign?

Topic 2: Strategies for organizing: What has worked, what hasn’t?
Topic 3: How can researchers and activists work together?
Topic 4: What is required to build a future agenda for migrant justice?
12:30-1:30

Lunch

1:30-2:30

Roundtable: discussion of findings from breakout sessions

2:30-2:45

Coffee/tea break

2:45-3:15
What are the next steps? How to take this work forward? Strategies? Working group? Final discussion.

3:15-3:30

Concluding remarks: Gabriel

Hosted by Gabriel Allahdua, Activist-in-Residence, Monique Deveaux, Department of Philosophy, Candace Johnson, Department of Political Science

Funded by:
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Guelph Summit on Migrant Justice: Jan. 27/23
The Participants

Gabriel Allahdua
Gabriel Allahdua is a former migrant farm worker from St Lucia, and has been an advocate and organizer of migrant workers in Canada for many years. In addition to working with the Toronto-based activist collective, Justice for Migrant Workers (J4MW), he is currently an Outreach Worker with migrant workers for TNO (The Neighbourhood Organization – Toronto). From September 2002 until August 2023, he is also Activist in Residence (AiR) at the University of Guelph, the first person to hold that position. In this role, he gives talks about migrant justice in classes across campus and collaborates with student-led food justice & food security groups, amongst other things. Gabriel is the author of the book Harvestings Freedom (written with McGill historian Edward Dunsworth) due to be released in spring 2023 by Between the Lines press: https://harvestingfreedom.org/
Tanya Basok
Tanya Basok is Professor in the Department of Sociology and Criminology and Acting Associate Dean of Research and Graduate Studies at the University of Windsor. Her research focuses on migrant rights and pro-migrant advocacy, including labour rights and social integration of Mexican farmworkers in Canada, the role of labour organizations and other activists in advancing the rights or temporary migrants in Canada and female migrants in South and Central America, Mexico, and the Caribbean, and Central American refugees and labour migrants in Mexico. She is the author of Tortillas and Tomatoes: Transmigrant Mexican Harvesters in Canada (McGill-Queen’s University Press, 2003) and a co-author of Transnational Employment Strain in a Global Health Pandemic: Migrant Farmworkers in Canada (with Leah Vosko and Cynthia Spring (Palgrave Macmillan 2023) as well as numerous journal articles and book chapters. She is a team member of the Fair Farm Work project. This project aims to develop a pilot for a Fair Farm Work labelling system for vegetables and meat produced in Ontario which would then be scalable at the national level. The goal of the Fair Farm Work certification project is to improve the working and living standards of the fam workers while rewarding those farmers who believe in fair work. She is a member of the Migrant Worker Health Expert Working Group (MWH-EWG), a collective formed to advise governments in the development and implementation of fair standards for the working and living conditions of migrant farmworkers in Canada. She has written expert testimonies and served as an expert witness in various tribunals addressing migrant farmworkers’ issues.

Monique Deveaux
I am an academic researcher and professor in the Philosophy Department at the University of Guelph. I also hold the Canada Research Chair in Ethics & Global Social Change (which is partly funding this Summit). With my colleague Dr. Candace Johnson, I founded the Grounded and Engaged Theory (GET) Lab at UofG in 2022 with the goal of connecting together, and supporting, researchers (students and faculty) at Guelph who want to make a tangible impact on the injustices we write about. The Activist-in-Residence program is the first big initiative of the GET lab. In my teaching and research, I have been focused on issues of exploitation and poverty over the past decade or so. I am particularly I am interested in rethinking structural injustices and their remedies from the vantage point of justice-seeking groups and their social movements. My books include Poverty, Solidarity, and Poor-led Social Movements (2021) and Exploitation: From Practice to Theory (2017). In 2021, I co-founded the Engaged Theory Community, a global network of political theorists and philosophers who use grounded and engaged research methodologies, and who seek to direct their research towards social justice and radical change. 
Olivia Doggett 

Olivia is a third-year PhD candidate between the Faculty of Information and School of Environment at the University of Toronto. Her SSHRC-funded doctoral research investigates how migrant farmers in Canada are impacted by agricultural technologies, how migrant farmers’ agricultural knowledge and expertise are interpreted and used transnationally, and how Canadian growers and agtech designers envision how migrant labour fits into alternative food system futures. She is particularly interested in exploring under what conditions can technology or technological interventions? Since Spring 2022, she has been conducting a national survey investigating migrant farmer usage of agricultural technologies and has conducted some preliminary interviews with workers in Leamington, Ontario. 
Dwayne

I am a migrant worker from Jamaica and had a brain injury at work in Ontario. I came to Canada as a seasonal agricultural worker as part of the Seasonal Agricultural Workers Program (SAWP), which is similar to the Temporary Foreign Workers (TFW) Program. Agriculture is one of the dirtiest, most difficult, and dangerous jobs in Canada. That is why no Canadian wants to work in this industry, but the Canadian government and employers are happy to bring migrant workers into this dangerous world without improving workplace health and safety. So, I joined the fight with migrant workers and other supporters who believe we can change the system together to protect all workers and migrant workers. I’m an active member of Injured Workers Action for Justice, and we will fight until we see justice for all. An Injury to One is An injury to All! In Solidarity!
Glynis George
Dr. George is an Associate Professor in the Department of Sociology and Criminology at the University of Windsor. She has conducted research on immigrant newcomers and more recently, migrant workers in Windsor Essex. Specifically, she has examined migrant workers' sense of belonging and inclusion; the challenges they face in accessing support and service provision; and community initiatives to advance migrant worker inclusion in Windsor Essex prior to and during the Covid 19 pandemic. Dr. George is currently a research partner in PRESMA (Partnered Research Evaluating Services with Migrants in Agriculture) led by Dr. Susana Caxaj, and including Dr. Kristin Lozanski and Stephanie Mayell. This recent research seeks to identify and critically analyze the emerging support landscape in 3 regions across southwestern Ontario, including Windsor Essex, Haldimond-Norfolk and Niagara.
Parmbir Gill

I am a criminal defence and labour lawyer and a member of the Naujawan Support Network (NSN). NSN is a Brampton-based organization of international students and immigrant workers that fights exploitation and abuse by employers, landlords, private/public colleges and the government. Let me know if you need any other information.

Dr. Evelyn Encalada Grez
Dr. Evelyn Encalada Grez (she, her, ella) is a Latinx Assistant Professor in Labour Studies and the Department of Sociology and Anthropology at SFU. She is the co-founder of the award-winning collective, Justice for Migrant Workers (J4MW) that has advocated for the rights of migrant farmworkers in Canada and transnationally for over two decades. As a community engaged scholar and Public Sociologist, Dr. Encalada Grez has mobilized her migrant-labour research through various media including documentaries and given talks in venues such as Parliament Hill, the National Autonomous University of Mexico (UNAM), and at the United Nations in New York. She has worked with export processing workers in Mexico and Central America and as a lead travelling faculty teaching social justice issues to university students from the USA in over in over 6 countries.

Candace Johnson
 I am a Professor in the Political Science Department at the University of Guelph (candacejohnson.ca) and a co-director of the Grounded and Engaged Theory Lab (getlab.ca). My research examines gender justice and the political and philosophical dimensions of reproductive rights. I am also interested in transnational expressions and limitations of reproductive rights and justice across borders. My current research examines global reproductive health commitments in practice in Guatemala and Mexico and the politics of feminist solidarity. I am committed to socially engaged research methods as a way to inform inquiry and build theory and have conducted research with partners and communities throughout North America and Latin America. I have won the Canadian Political Science Association’s Jill Vickers Award twice (2009, 2017) for my research on gender and politics and have published widely in the fields of gender and politics, health policy, and Latin American politics. My most recent book is: Human and Environmental Justice in Guatemala (co-edited with Stephen Henighan, University of Toronto Press, 2018), which was a collaborative project that brought together activists and academics. I am interested in connecting with community members, activists and researchers who are interested in working on issues at the intersection of reproductive and migrant justice.
Farrah Miranda

I am an artist, who arrived at my practice after more than a decade of organizing within migrant justice movements in Canada. Born in the Gulf to parents who were migrant workers, my lived  experience has confronted me with the way people, places, objects and experiences are bordered. This, inspires aspects of my artistic practice in which I question how borders are enacted through processes of categorization, securitization, censorship and control. Moving between the gallery and the public sphere, I create situations that actively engage the viewer. With mediums that range from manipulated found objects to performance, installation and new media, I experiment with the pedagogical possibilities of art in undoing colonial borders, citizenships and illegalities.
Heryka Miranda
Heryka Miranda is a dance artist and community cross cultural educator who uses ecological land dance practices and expressive arts therapeutic approaches in her work with vulnerable communities. Heryka also provides sessional instruction in the Faculty of Health Sciences at McMaster University and Faculty of Education at Brock University. Courses she has taught are the Arts in and Across the Curriculum (dance and drama),Dance as Cultural Reflection and Dance in Health and Wellness. Her graduate research study at Brock University explored the experiences of Mexican and Guatemalan migrant farm workers’ participation in experiential 'dance for relaxation' community art sessions.The aim of her study was to provide relief and comfort to feelings of isolation and homesickness - often experienced by the precariousness of migrant farm workers’ employment. Her work using land dance practices with the late Juan 'Luis' Mendoza de la Cruz is featured in ‘The Sunflower Man’a short documentary by Toronto-based, Colombian filmmaker Monica Gutierrez. In honour of Luis, migrant farm worker with 30 years of working on Canadian farms, she and friends of Luis created 'The Sunflower Festival' - a festival for restoration and community care for migrant farm workers in Hamilton, Niagara Region. The inauguration of the festival was August 21, 2021 and will now continue every year in the Niagara Region. Healing Arts practitioners of various kinds donate their time to provide workshops and somatic (body-mind-spirit) care for bodies of migrant workers. The next Sunflower Festival will be August 20, 2023. For more information, contact thedanceinside@gmail.com
Janet McLaughlin
Janet McLaughlin is an Associate Professor of Health Studies and a Research Associate at the International Migration Research Centre at Wilfrid Laurier University. Since 2004, she has been conducting research on issues related to migrant agricultural workers' health and human rights, and their access to health care, workers’ compensation, and social protections in Canada, Mexico and Jamaica. This scholarship has formed the basis of dozens of academic articles, book chapters, policy papers, and op-eds, as well as over 100 media interviews/profiles. She is co-founder of the Migrant Worker Health Project and the Migrant Worker Health Expert Working Group (www.migrantworker.ca).

Dr. Aaraón Díaz Mendiburo
Centro de Investigaciones sobre América del Norte

Universidad Nacional Autónoma de México

Laura Macdonald
Laura Macdonald is a Professor in the Department of Political Science and the Institute of Political Economy at Carleton University. She has published numerous articles in journals and edited collections on such issues as the role of non-governmental organizations in development, global civil society, citizenship struggles in Latin America, Mexican politics, theories of regionalism, Canadian development assistance, the political impact of the North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) – now the Canada-United States-Mexico Agreement (CUSMA) - and the rights of temporary foreign workers in Canada. She has edited six books and is author or co-author of two books. She currently has a SSHRC-funded Insight Grant that supports research on transnational activism in North America, with a special focus on labour rights, migrant rights, and human rights in Mexico. Other recent work looks at Canada’s role in Latin America, policies to reduce crime and violence in Mexico City, and gender and trade. Professor Macdonald is also a regular media commentator on issues related to Latin American and North American political economy, and is a member of the McLeod Group (www.mcleodgroup.ca), a group of academics and development professionals working to advance Canadian policy and action in international cooperation and foreign affairs. Professor Macdonald is the President of the Canadian Association for Latin American and Caribbean Studies. She is a research associate with the Canadian Centre for Policy Alternatives, and is also a member of the Americas Policy Group, and the Working Group on Canada’s Feminist Foreign Policy.

Luin Golding 
Dr. Golding is a professor of Sociology at York University. She a fellow at the Centre for Research on Latin America and Caribbean (CERLAC). She is also involved in Citizenship and Employment Precarity Project (http://cep.info.yorku.ca/ ) and FCJ-CEP COVID-19 project: https://cep.info.yorku.ca/fcj-cep-covid-19-project/ 


Her research interests include non-citizenship, citizenship and belonging; social inequality; immigrants and precarious work; and critical and transnational migration studies. Goldring's current research examines the multi-level production and negotiations of precarious legal status, and the long-term implications of precarious legal status for social inequality. She is involved in collaborative research on the relationship between precarious immigration trajectories and precarious work, and the experiences of illegalized migrants during the COVID-19 pandemic. Recent co-authored articles include “From illegalised migrant toward permanent resident: assembling precarious legal status trajectories and differential inclusion in Canada” (Journal of Ethnic and Migration Studies); “Decentering methodological nationalism to survey precarious legal status trajectories” (International Journal of Social Research Methodology). She is the co-editor, with Patricia Landolt, of Producing and Negotiating Non-Citizen Precarious Legal Status in Canada (University of Toronto Press); Borras, Jana, Luin Goldring, Patricia Landolt. 2021. Pandemic Precarities: Immigration Status, Work, Housing, and Health Among Current and Former Non-status Residents of Toronto.Toronto: FCJ Refugee Centre and CEP Project.

Goldring, Luin and Patricia Landolt. 2022. “From illegalised migrant toward permanent resident: assembling precarious legal status trajectories and differential inclusion in Canada.” Journal of Ethnic and Migration Studies 48(1): 33-52. (2021 online). DOI:10.1080/1369183X.2020.1866978
Myka Jaymalin
Myka Jaymalin came to Canada in 2019 and ever since then, she became involved with community work with organizations such as Anakbayan Canada, translated as youth of the nations, where she’s currently the chairperson. Anakbayan is a Filipino/Canadian youth and student organization fighting for genuine freedom, rights and welfare and democracy in the Philippines and here in Canada. Myka’s advocacies such as youth, migrant and women's struggles are deeply intertwined with her current work/s. She currently works at the North York Women’s Shelter, a VAW shelter where she does Outreach and Advocacy work within the North York community. She also works as a research assistant under Dr. Ethel Tungohan with some projects that look on the situation of Filipina health workers during the first year of the pandemic and now, with international students. She sometimes write about the situation of migrants and issues in the Philippines through Spring magazine.

Myka is dedicated to working as a community organizer by abolishing all systems of oppression; she is a firm believer that there is another world possible.


Patricia Landolt 
Patricia Landolt is a Professor of Sociology at the University of Toronto. Her work in global migration focuses on the politics of non/citizenship, trajectories of precarious legal status and precarious work, and transnational social formations. While Canada, and Toronto specifically is her primary field site and her home, her research centres global-historical and comparative considerations about the place of global migration and social inequalities in relation to racial capitalism, settler-colonialism and the subterfuge of liberalism. Her research prioritizes community-engaged research methods and public engagement through partnerships and knowledge co-creation that can advance the rights of “people out of place”. https://www.sociology.utoronto.ca/people/directories/all-faculty/patricia-landolt

Saara Liinamaa 
I am an Assistant Professor in the Department of Sociology and Anthropology at the University of Guelph.  I am a cultural and urban sociologist with an interdisciplinary background. I pursue theoretically informed, qualitative research in three main areas: work and organizations, cities and diversity, and migration and citizenship. My research agenda is guided by an overarching concern for 1) how individuals and organizations navigate conditions of uncertainty—for example, institutional responses to economic austerity or the social dimensions of precarious citizenship status; and, 2) the parallel importance of practices of creativity that respond to these uncertainties. I have published work on a range of topics, including a recent book on the sociology of creativity (The New Spirit of Creativity, UTP), and co-authored several articles on cities, urban belonging, and public spaces (Sociable Cities Project). I have co-conducted research on migrant agricultural workers and the everyday effects of citizenship and labour regulation in the province of Nova Scotia, and, more recently, examined sanctuary city, solidarity city, and related ‘access without fear’ policies in Canadian municipalities.  
Stephanie Mayell
Stephanie Mayell is a PhD Candidate and Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council (SSHRC) Doctoral Fellow in the Medical Anthropology Program at the University of Toronto. Her doctoral research investigates the ways race and the histories of slavery influence Jamaican migrant farm workers' experiences of health and injury in relation to their participation in Canada's Seasonal Agricultural Worker Program (SAWP). Stephanie completed her master’s degree in the Anthropology of Health at McMaster University in 2016, where her thesis investigated Jamaican farm workers’ experiences of stress and resilience while working and living in Southern Ontario. Since 2014, Stephanie has been conducting community-based health research with migrant agricultural workers in Ontario and across rural Jamaica, which includes connecting workers with social supports and assisting injured workers navigate the provincial health care and workers’ compensation systems. Stephanie is a member of the Migrant Worker Health Project and the Migrant Worker Health Expert Working Group (MWH-EWG), and she is currently collaborating on research projects related to the health of migrant agricultural workers in Canada at Wilfrid Laurier University, University of Toronto, Western University, and Laval University.

Sang-Hun Mun
Sang-Hun Mun is a community organizer at the Industrial Accident Victims’ Group of Ontario (IAVGO) Community Legal Clinic in Toronto. IAVGO is a not-for-profit community-based legal clinic that has provided free legal services to injured workers in Ontario since 1975.

Sang-Hun was injured in 2005 while he was working as a carpenter apprentice at a small roofing company which lacked proper health and safety protocols. As a newcomer to Canada, he struggled with the language barrier, and faced systemic discrimination and racism. It was almost impossible to navigate the workers comp system alone. That’s why he got help from IAVGO where he met other injured workers and learned about organizing. He became an active member of Injured Workers Action for Justice (IWA4J) in 2014 and was hired as a staffer at IAVGO in 2018. IWA4J is a diverse group of injured workers who have been fighting for fair compensation and respect from the WSIB (Workplace & Safety Insurance Board) for all workers in Ontario since 2010.

“We, as an injured workers-centred collective, work closely with Community Legal Clinics and other like-minded community organizations that understand the systemic issues and support our work. Our group has also been organizing with migrant workers from different areas in Ontario and from different countries outside of Canada, like the Caribbean and Mexico. In such cases, these migrant workers got injured on the job in Ontario and were then repatriated after they got injured without proper compensation. They continue the fight for justice.”

Rena Namago
Rena Namago is the Public Justice Intern at Citizens for Public Justice (CPJ), a national advocacy organization that conducts research and policy analysis to encourage Canadian residents and government to adopt policies and practices that uphold the flourishing of all people and creation. She graduated with a degree in applied social sciences in 2019 and through her current internship at CPJ, she is now working on the refugee and migrant rights file. For the remainder of her internship, she will be co-authoring a chapter in CPJ’s upcoming book in which she will provide the framework for discussing refugee and migrant rights through an anti-oppressive lens. This will crucially explore the historical context in Canada and interconnectedness of migrant justice issues across various immigration streams and programs. Her awareness of the injustices in migrant programs began when she was a summer student working at a greenhouse in southwestern Ontario for seven years alongside many migrant workers. Her previous internships through university involved a focus on grassroots advocacy and creative resistance in Palestine and mental health counseling support for urban refugees in Uganda. She is now learning more about the policy landscape of Canada and the interconnectedness of colonialism and border injustices that encompass not only refugees, but all migrants.

Vilma Pagaduan

Support Counsellor – Southeast/Southwest

Migrant Worker Support Program

The Neighborhood Organization

· Settlement Counsellor- Tagalog speaking, at TNO-The Neighbourhood Organization since 2018, but I started as a volunteer in 2014

· Outreach Worker – Tagalog speaking, Migrant Workers Project, at TNO through KAIROS funding. Working side by side with Gabriel during the pandemic, reaching out to workers across Ontario

· Founder and Senior Consultant, National Newcomer Family Caregiver Network (now – SAKLO-LAW) Facebook group with 22,000+ members

· TV producer/host at The FTV Channel from 2015 to 2017

· Radio Host for Newcomer Families at the Pinoy Radio Station for ETC (Eto Tayung mga Caregivers), from 2017 to 2018

· Key Informant on immigration and settlement issues with Immigrants, Refugees, and Citizenship Canada and Standing Committee

· Founding member of the Pinoy Independent Sport Org. in Ontario (PISO-O)

· I came to Canada under the Live-in caregiver in 2007. The abuse I experienced as a caregiver has made me who I am today. I am a passionate advocate for caregivers and migrant workers at both the local and federal level.

· My political influenced helped ease workers' grievances, and use this as a tool to improve their lives.

Geraldina Polanco
Geraldina Polanco is an Assistant Professor of Labour Studies and Sociology at McMaster University. Prior to joining McMaster, she was an Assistant Professor of Sociology and Legal Studies at the University of Waterloo, an Assistant Professor of Sociology at California State University Northridge, and a SSHRC Postdoctoral Fellow at York University’s Centre for Research on Latin America and the Caribbean. Her area of expertise lies at the intersection of globalization, migration, and labour studies. She has conducted research in Canada, Mexico, and the Philippines examining the plight of fast food workers recruited to Canada to work for Canada’s leading fast-food corporation, Tim Hortons. As a global ethnographer, she is especially interested in animating how experiences occurring in the everyday are organized by global economic processes that fuel globalization. She is currently embarking on a new research project, that looks to examine the post-deportation reintegration experiences of female subjects exiled to Central America. 

Jennifer Rajasekar
Jennifer Rajasekar has 27 years of diverse experience in the non-profit sector serving newcomers and refugees leading settlement and immigration teams across Ontario. She has worked in various roles, including coordinator and management positions in youth programming, settlement and newcomer services, and temporary foreign worker support programs. She is currently the Manager of Social Support Services at The Neighbourhood Organization (TNO), overseeing a team of over 30 people who provide settlement support to newcomers in Ontario. She is also the lead manager of the Worker Support Services program, an initiative that supports thousands of migrant workers in Ontario. She is also the current co-chair of the Canadian Council for Refugees Working Group on Immigration and Settlement.


Born in Sri Lanka, Jennifer moved to India during the Sri Lankan civil war. She earned a Bachelor of Economics degree from the University of Madurai in India. She came to Canada in 1989, and after further education, she began working for TNO in 1996 as a youth worker. In 2009, she was promoted to a management position at TNO. Jennifer is passionate about supporting newcomers. She uses her personal experience as a newcomer in Canada and India to help her teams and clients in the community. She is the 2018 recipient of the Leading Women Building Community Award in Don Valley West in Toronto. She now lives in Toronto.

Jesson Reyes 

Jesson Reyes is currently the managing director of Migrants Resource Centre Canada. Jesson served as a regional coordinator and a secretariat member of Migrante Canada.  Jesson came from a family of Overseas Filipino workers, he grew up in Saudi Arabia before moving to Canada with his family in 2001. He moved to Toronto in 2011 as a young worker and started youth organizing with fellow young workers and children of caregivers. He served as secretary general of  Anakbayan Toronto- a youth and student organization fighting for genuine freedom and democracy in the Philippines. Prior to becoming MRCC’s Managing Director, Jesson was a regional coordinator for Migrante Ontario where he helped organize migrant workers in the Greater Toronto Area and in the Atlantic region between 2015 to 2017. His work in Migrante has led him to various workplaces for migrant workers exposing him to subpar living and working conditions. He also worked with the Canadian Council for Refugees as a youth ambassador where he and fellow youth organizers organized migrant and refugee youths in Toronto. In 2014, Jesson attended Seneca College where he took up Social Service Work Program. For a short time, Jesson worked as a Settlement Worker working with newcomer families in Mississauga.

Daniel Quesada-Rebolledo
Born and raised in Cobourg, Ontario, Daniel Quesada-Rebolledo is a second-generation Canadian with parents hailing from Costa Rica and Chile. As the story goes with many migrants in Canada, Daniel’s father first worked in Brighton, Ontario as a migrant farmworker, picking apples at a local farm. Fast forward to today, Daniel works with The Neighbourhood Organization, supporting migrant workers’ access to health, legal, and social services across eastern and western regions of Ontario – serving thousands of migrant workers in remote and rural communities. Daniel is a graduate of Trent University, where he completed his bachelor’s degree (honours) in Political Studies. He completed an internship in the Office of the Minister of Agricultural, Food, and Rural Affairs (OMAFRA) in 2015, under the tenure of MPP Jeff Leal. He later worked for Horizons of Friendship as Community Outreach Officer, serving migrant workers in the Northumberland County, Quinte (Belleville), and Prince Edward County regions. Daniel is proud to call Cobourg, Ontario his home.

Chris Ramsaroop
Chris Ramsaroop is an organizer with Justicia for Migrant Workers. He is an Assistant Professor New College U of T, also an instructor in the Caribbean Studies Program at the University of Toronto and Co-director Migrant Worker clinic at the University of Windsor, Faculty of Law. Ramsaroop is working to complete his PhD at OISE/University of Toronto. Justicia for Migrant Workers is a grassroots activist collective that has been organizing with migrant workers for nearly 20 years. Justicia’s work is based on building long term trust and relationships with migrant workers and includes: engaging in direct actions, working with workers to resist at work, launching precedent setting legal cases, and organizing numerous collective actions.

Cynthia Spring 

Cynthia is a PhD Candidate in the Department of Politics at York University. Her dissertation, provisionally titled "Investing in the Future? Debt, Mobility, and Higher Education" analyzes the relationship between educational debt, educational migration, and exploitation through the lens of feminist political economy. Cynthia's scholarly research also examines the effects of the COVID-19 pandemic on migrant workers, and recently co-authored, with Leah Vosko and Tanya Basok, Transnational Employment Strain in a Global Health Pandemic: Migrant Farmworkers in Canada (Palgrave). 

Ethel Tungohan 

Ethel Tungohan is an associate professor of politics and a Canada research chair in Canadian migration policy, impacts and activism at the department of politics at York University. Her research looks at migrant social movements, immigration and border control policies, and social and labour policies. She uses socially-engaged research methodology in most of her work, believing that knowledge produced through research projects should lead to social Justice. To that end, prior socially engaged research projects that she has pursued include the Filipina Care Workers and COVID-19 participatory photovoice project, undertaken in partnership with Gabriela-Ontario and Migrant Resource Centre Canada, which led to the dissemination of policy briefs and the production of multiple art gallery showings. The website -www.filipinacareworkers.com- features some of this work. Her forthcoming book, "Care Activism: Migrant Domestic Workers, Communities of Care and Movement-Building," won the National Women's Studies Association First Book Prize. It looks at migrant care workers' social movement mobilization across Canada, with comparative chapters in Hong Kong, Singapore, Switzerland and Manila.
Vasanthi Venkatesh

Dr. Vasanthi Venkatesh is Associate Professor at the Faculty of Law, University of Windsor and a member and activist with Justicia for Migrant Workers (J4MW). She is the co-Director of the J4MW-Windsor Law Migrant Farmworker Legal Clinic. She teaches and researches on labour migration, law and resistance,  comparative law and global political economy etc.
Guillermo Vensan 

Guillermo Vensan is an anthropologist doing his Ph.D. of Social and Cultural Analysis at Concordia University, Montreal. His current research project involves social reproduction and precarious working conditions among temporary agricultural workers in Quebec. This project is personal for two reasons: his grandfather was Bracero, with all that it means, and his origins are in rural Mexico. Guillermo also worked in agricultural production when he was young. Because of the things mentioned, this project is not only a research project but a way to honour the memories of all those invisible agricultural workers who maintain this world feed, even when they are considered “low-skilled,” a word that legitimizes exploitation. This project is also a rediscovery of my origins. He currently works as a Research Assistant of Dr. Jill Hanley. He is also a volunteer at the CTI-IWC (Centre des Travailleurs et Travailleuses Immigrants) in Montreal.
Dr. Leah F. Vosko
Dr. Leah F. Vosko, FRSC, is Professor of Politics and Canada Research Chair in the Political Economy of Gender & Work at York University. Her current research examines access to rights among workers labouring transnationally, including those enrolled in international mobility programs, and employment standards and their enforcement. Her latest sole authored book, Disrupting Deportability (2019), was published by Cornell University Press, and her new co-authored book, Transnational Employment Strain in a Global Health Pandemic: Migrant Farm Workers in Canada, appeared earlier this month with Palgrave.

Other in-person participants:

Adrian Smith, Osgoode Law, York U

Parmbir Gill, Naujawan Support Network, Brampton

Kristin Lozanski, King’s College, Western University

Luis Alberto Mata, Collaborative Network to End Exploitation, and Amigrar immigration consulting

Susana Caxaj, University of Western Ontario

Tzazna Miranda, CUPE/PSAC
Online participants:

Emilio Rodriguez, Citizens for Public Justice

Fay Faraday, Osgoode Hall Law
Jovana Blagovcanin, FCJ Refugee Centre

Esel Panlaqi, TNO

Shelley Gilbert (CLCJ Law)

Edward Dunsworth, McGill (History)

Consuelo Martin Rubio (Justice for Migrant Workers)

Min Sook Lee (OCAD and filmmaker)

Navi Aujla (Labour Community Services of Peel)

Jill Hanley (McGill – Social Work)

Jenna Hennebry (Wilfred Laurier)

Leah Watkiss, Social Justice, Sisters of St. Joseph

